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Set decades after a global environmental collapse, the film follows a wealthy family living in a self-
sustaining underground bunker. The group includes a mother, father, and son, along with a few
carefully selected companions. They survive in isolation, surrounded by art, music, and rituals that
recreate a sense of normal life, with strict routines and an unspoken agreement to avoid confronting
the past that led to the world’s destruction.
The father, a powerful industrialist before the collapse, carries a hidden burden of guilt tied to the
catastrophe, yet maintains authority by reinforcing a narrative that justifies their survival and privilege.
The mother clings to cultural refinement music, performance, and etiquette to preserve meaning in an
artificial world, while their son, raised entirely underground, begins to question the reality he has been
taught.
The fragile balance is disrupted when a young outsider arrives from the surface. Her presence
challenges the group’s carefully maintained illusions, and unlike the others, she has experienced the
harsh realities of the outside world. Through her interactions, especially with the son, long-
suppressed tensions begin to surface.
As the story unfolds, secrets about the past emerge, including the father’s role in environmental
destruction and the moral compromises that enabled survival. The bunker shifts from a symbol of
safety to a psychological prison where denial and guilt collide, with musical sequences reflecting
inner conflicts beneath polished performances.
In the end, the film moves toward a confrontation between truth and illusion. The younger generation,
influenced by the outsider, begins to reject inherited narratives of denial. The story closes on an
ambiguous yet powerful note, suggesting that while survival is possible, true reckoning with the past
and the possibility of change remains uncertain.
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THE END
The End (2024), directed by Joshua
Oppenheimer, is a post-apocalyptic musical
drama set in a future where environmental
collapse has rendered the Earth’s surface
uninhabitable. The story follows a wealthy
family living in a luxurious underground
bunker, sustained by technology and strict
routines. Their seemingly stable existence is
disrupted when a young outsider arrives,
challenging their carefully constructed reality.
Through music, memory, and emotional
tension, the film explores themes of guilt,
privilege, denial, and the long-term
consequences of human actions on the
planet.
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