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Dark Waters (2019) is a legal thriller film directed by Todd Haynes, based on a true story. Here's a synopsis:
The film follows Robert Bilott (Mark Ruffalo), a corporate defense attorney who takes on an environmental
lawsuit against the chemical giant DuPont. The story begins when a farmer from Parkersburg, West Virginia,
Wilbur Tennant (Bill Camp), approaches Bilott, claiming that DuPont is responsible for the deaths of his cattle
due to chemical contamination in a nearby landfill. Initially skeptical, Bilott agrees to investigate as a favor to
his grandmother, who knows Tennant.
As Bilott delves into the case, he uncovers a massive cover-up involving PFOA (perfluorooctanoic acid), a
toxic, non-biodegradable chemical used in the production of Teflon. Internal DuPont documents reveal the
company knew for decades that PFOA posed serious health risks, including cancer and birth defects, yet
continued its use and concealed the dangers from the public and regulatory agencies. The contamination
extends beyond Tennant’s farm, affecting the water supply of thousands of local residents.
As the legal battle unfolds, Bilott faces fierce opposition from DuPont, which uses its immense resources to
delay and obstruct the case. The stress takes a significant toll on Bilott’s health, career, and family life, as his
wife, Sarah Bilott (Anne Hathaway), struggles to support him through the grueling process. Despite these
challenges, Bilott remains steadfast, filing a class-action lawsuit on behalf of the affected community and
pushing for accountability.
The case spans decades, resulting in a landmark settlement, a scientific study confirming PFOA’s harmful
effects, and the exposure of widespread corporate malfeasance. However, the fight is far from over, as Bilott
continues to battle for justice for those harmed.
The film explores themes of corporate greed, environmental destruction, and the resilience required to
challenge systemic corruption. It’s a sobering and inspiring portrayal of one man’s relentless pursuit of justice
in the face of overwhelming odds.
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A corporate defense attorney takes
on an environmental lawsuit against
a chemical company that exposes a
lengthy history of pollution.
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