
INTERVIEW ON AIR POLLUTION AND HEALTH WITH 
DR. PALAK BALYAN - RESEARCH LEAD, CLIMATE TRENDS

Interviewer: Good day, Dr. Balyan. Thank you for joining us to discuss the critical issue of air
pollution and its impact on health. To begin, could you explain what air pollution is and what are its
primary sources?
Dr. Palak Balyan: Good day, and thank you for having me. Air pollution refers to the presence of
harmful substances in the atmosphere that can affect human health and the environment. These
pollutants can be in the form of gases, particulate matter, or biological molecules. The primary
sources of air pollution include industrial emissions, vehicle exhaust, burning of fossil fuels,
agricultural activities, and natural sources such as wildfires and volcanic eruptions,

Interviewer: What are the main health effects associated with exposure to air pollution?
Dr. Palak Balyan: Exposure to air pollution can lead to a variety of health issues, ranging from minor
irritations to severe diseases. Short-term effects include respiratory infections, allergic reactions, and
eye irritation. Long-term exposure can contribute to chronic respiratory diseases such as asthma and
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), cardiovascular diseases, lung cancer, and can even
affect brain function, leading to cognitive impairments. Vulnerable populations, such as children, the
elderly, and individuals with pre-existing health conditions, are particularly at risk.

Interviewer: How does air pollution specifically affect respiratory health?
Dr. Palak Balyan: Air pollution affects respiratory health in several ways. Pollutants like particulate
matter (PM2.5 and PM10) can penetrate deep into the lungs, causing inflammation and exacerbating
conditions such as asthma and bronchitis. Ozone and nitrogen dioxide can irritate the airways,
leading to symptoms like coughing, throat irritation, and shortness of breath. Long-term exposure to
these pollutants can reduce lung function and increase the risk of developing chronic respiratory
diseases.
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Interviewer: Are there any specific pollutants that are particularly harmful to human health?
Dr. Palak Balyan: Yes, certain pollutants are especially harmful. Particulate matter (PM2.5 and
PM10) is known to cause serious health issues due to its ability to penetrate deep into the respiratory
tract. Ground-level ozone, formed by chemical reactions between volatile organic compounds
(VOCs) and nitrogen oxides (NOx) in the presence of sunlight, is another major pollutant that can
cause respiratory problems. Additionally, carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide, and lead are harmful
pollutants that can cause various health problems, including cardiovascular and neurological issues.

Interviewer: How does air pollution impact cardiovascular health?
Dr. Palak Balyan: Air pollution can have significant impacts on cardiovascular health. Pollutants
such as PM2.5 can enter the bloodstream through the lungs, leading to systemic inflammation. This
can contribute to the development of atherosclerosis (hardening of the arteries), increased blood
pressure, and can trigger heart attacks and strokes. Long-term exposure to high levels of air pollution
has been linked to an increased risk of cardiovascular diseases and mortality.

Interviewer: What measures can individuals take to protect themselves from the harmful effects of
air pollution?
Dr. Palak Balyan: Individuals can take several measures to protect themselves from air pollution.
Monitoring air quality reports and limiting outdoor activities during high pollution days is important.
Using air purifiers indoors, keeping windows closed during peak pollution hours, and avoiding heavy
traffic areas can also help. Wearing masks designed to filter out pollutants, such as N95 respirators,
can provide additional protection when outdoor activities cannot be avoided.

Interviewer: What policies and actions can governments implement to reduce air pollution and
protect public health?
Dr. Palak Balyan: Governments can play a crucial role in reducing air pollution through various
policies and actions. Implementing stricter emissions standards for industries and vehicles, promoting
the use of clean and renewable energy sources, and enhancing public transportation systems can
significantly reduce pollution levels. Additionally, raising public awareness, supporting research on air
pollution and health, and investing in green infrastructure can further mitigate the impact of air
pollution on public health.

Interviewer: Finally, what role can healthcare professionals play in addressing the health impacts of
air pollution?
Dr. Palak Balyan: Healthcare professionals can play a pivotal role by educating patients about the
risks of air pollution and advising on preventive measures. They can advocate for policies aimed at
reducing pollution and participate in research to better understand the health impacts. Additionally,
healthcare providers can track pollution-related health issues and contribute to public health
initiatives aimed at improving air quality and reducing the burden of pollution-related diseases.

Interviewer: Thank you, Dr. Balyan, for sharing your insights on this critical issue. Your expertise is
invaluable in helping us understand the impact of air pollution on health and the steps we can take to
protect ourselves.
Dr. Palak Balyan: Thank you for having me. It’s been a pleasure discussing this important topic with
you.


