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The environmental impacts of the conflict after
one month of Russia and Ukraine are very
devastating. Spilled fuel, wrecked equipment,
and expended weapons, as well as exploding
missiles, all poison the land and groundwater
with toxins and heavy metals. The risk of a
hazardous waste spill from one of Ukraine's
chemical plants, such as the plant in Torsk, is
one of the most serious hazards. Some
environmental repercussions may take several
years to manifest even after the war. This will
result in a build-up of hazardous materials.
Since the beginning of the conflict, oil and gas
facilities in Kharkiv have come under severe
bombardment, interrupting Ukraine's energy
supply and spewing massive volumes of
greenhouse gas emissions and other toxins into
the atmosphere, making it impossible to
breathe.

Russia and Ukraine war forces cause
technological and environmental calamities
which also destroy natural regions that offer
habitats for wildlife animals and settlements.
Fighting near Kherson to seize the Dnieper
Bridge led to flames in the Black Sea Biosphere
Reserve. These flames were Vvisible from
satellites and may have devastated trees and
rare bird habitats in Ukraine's largest wildlife
reserve. Wetlands are critical for carbon
storage, and they are good at absorbing
pollutants from surface water, their capacity is
limited. Forest fires sparked by rockets near the
Chornobyl nuclear power plant have released
hazardous particles into the atmosphere.
Russian forces launched rockets at the
Zaporizhzhia nuclear power station, nearly

causing a catastrophic calamity. "War in
industrial districts poses significant dangers of
hazardous contamination due to the
concentration of power facilities, chemical
plants, and metalworking companies." Such
structures are generally filled with petroleum
products, hazardous chemicals, and
combustible compounds that, if released into
the environment, can cause extensive short and
long-term damage.

Irrespective of the real effect of Co2 emission, it
is the change in certain nations' goals around
economic development and rebuilding, as well
as a rupture in confidence, that poses the
greatest risk in the battle against climate
change. The deterioration of the environment
has a direct impact on the health, food supply,
and livelihood of the Ukrainian people. And the
dangers are not restricted to Ukraine: wheat
prices are already skyrocketing internationally
as a result of the disturbance to Ukrainian
agriculture, and air and water pollution traverse
boundaries. A nuclear calamity might have
genuinely global ramifications. Spikes in global
oil and gas prices will have a complicated
impact on emissions. On the one hand, high
costs may restrict consumption, but if they
persist, they may promote greater exploration
and production from less economically valuable
hydrocarbon reserves.
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NUMBER OF ENVIRONMENTAL CRIMES COMMITTED BY RUSSIA IN ONE MONTH

W from10to 15

B from5to9

B fromi1to4d
no environmental crimes
were recorded

*Since 2014, part of the territories of
Lugansk and Donetsk regions is
temporarily occupied, the information
about these areas is not complete

As of 23.03.2022

The use of tank shells in inhabited areas causes
pollution from pulverized building materials,
which may include asbestos, metals, and
combustion products, as well as enormous
volumes of debris, and can lead to soil and
groundwater  contamination by  breaking
wastewater pipelines. Large clouds of smoke
engulfed civilian neighborhoods. These are
made up of hazardous gases and particle
debris, as well as heavy metals and energetic
materials where conventional weapons have
been housed. There will also be significant soll
and water pollution at these locations; the
amount to which these pollutants can move
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from military facilities will vary depending on the
place. Pollution may include leftovers from
firefighting foams when attempts were made to
suppress flames. Damaged naval stations have
the potential to pollute the shoreline. Where
military sites have been in operation for a long
time, this new pollution may exacerbate existing
military contamination. Attacks against ships,
whether intentional or unintentional, can

endanger the marine ecosystem. We will
eventually return to the long-term menace of
global warming. For the time being, the people
of Ukraine deserve our assistance, support, and
prayers.
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