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At its core, Planet of the Humans argues that modern environmentalism has lost its way by placing
too much faith in technological fixes such as solar, wind, and biomass energy, without confronting the
deeper issues of overconsumption, economic growth, and human population pressures. Gibbs
travels across the United States, visiting wind farms, solar arrays, biomass facilities, and
environmental events to illustrate his point that these “green” technologies still rely heavily on finite
resources and fossil fuels in their production and operation. The film suggests that many
environmental leaders have been co-opted by corporate and financial interests, inadvertently
promoting solutions that may be no better and in some cases worse than the fossil fuel systems they
aim to replace. The documentary doesn’t shy away from making bold claims. It posits that since all
forms of energy generation involve resource consumption, true sustainability requires addressing
fundamental issues like consumption habits and population growthtopics the film argues are often
ignored because they conflict with economic growth and corporate interests. Upon release, Planet of
the Humans sparked intense debate. Some viewers and critics praised it for challenging
complacency and provoking discussion about the environmental movement’s strategies. However,
many scientists, climate experts, and renewable energy proponents criticized the documentary for
using outdated data, presenting misleading or overly simplistic criticisms of renewable technologies,
and overlooking the progress that has been made in the clean energy sector. Critics argue that while
the film raises important questions, its broad generalizations and some inaccurate portrayals
undermine its credibility. Overall, Planet of the Humans serves less as a traditional documentary
about climate change and more as a contrarian critique of how society has so far responded to this
crisis, challenging audiences to rethink assumptions about sustainability, technology, and human
impact on the planet.
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PLANET OF
THE HUMANS

Planet of the Humans is a provocative
environmental documentary that challenges the
popular belief that renewable energy alone can
solve the planet’s ecological crisis. Directed and
narrated by Jeff Gibbs and executive-produced
by Michael Moore, the film critically examines
the modern environmental movement,
questioning its reliance on green technologies
while overlooking deeper issues such as
overconsumption, economic growth, and human
impact. Rather than offering comforting
solutions, the film urges viewers to confront
uncomfortable truths about sustainability and
the limits of technological optimism
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